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pens ſome Occaſion to go as far as 

Oxford, to- enquire among thoſe Gen- 
tlemen, of whom perhaps it may be ſaid, 
that too much "Party Learning*das made 
them 'mad. 

The Happineſs of this Nation confiftiog 6 
much in Peace and a Concord of AﬀeQion , 
what Pity 'cis, it ſhould meer with any In- 
rerruption, where the Foundation of our 
Happineſs ought tv begin. 

That our two great and famous Univer- 
ſities are allow'd to be exemplar in their 
L:arniog, Antiquities, Libraries and Rari- 
Ges, and remarkable for th: Number and 
Capacities of the Men of Letters now a- 
mong them, I readily allow ; whar pity it 
is then, that they ſhould not o_ 
flouriſh in Vertue, and how mad mnft they 


IT: ſearching for Lunaticks, there hap- 


be, that would ſacrifiee the n of 
their whole Body tothe Pleaſure and Follies 
of an Interlude ! 


The Matter in ſhort is, that asT am in- 
form'd, a Set of our Players of both -Com- 
panies—— Than whom I need not deſcribe 
| tt Patterns of Vice, and among them, 
everal who now ſtand Indidted for Blaſphe- 
my and Prophaneneſs, are now goge down 
to the Uni of Oxford to alhſt in the 
accompliſhiog, Anglict, debanching the Mo- 
rals of the Sons of- our chief Families, and 
the young Generation of the Natiog's In- 
ftructors. 

Bliiſh, ye Governorsof Houſes, Heads of 


Colleges, and Members of the Uni- 
verfity, when you read over your own 
Rules and tions for the Government 


in that place, and at the 
ſame 


of the general 
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time are guilty, at leaft of permitting 
thuſe Engins of the D-vil who prompt the 
Vanity of our Youth, to be ſt openly tv 
work before your Faces in your Juriſ- 
dition. 

Nor can it be ſaid, this is not a juft 
Charge on the Univerſity, as a Þody; fince 
"tis plain, no Play can be ated in the City 
of Oxford without Liceoſe firſt obtain'd from 
the Univerſity. 

Huw then c3n the Work of Reformation 
of Manners go on in England, whea the 
Youth of our Cl-rgy ſhail have their Minds 
early made familar with the Prophaneneſs 
and Immocalities conftantly atted upon the 
Stage, and jatroduc'd under the Authority 

of the Univerlicy. 

' Nor is it td be conceal'd, that this Autho- 
rity has openly appear'd in proteQing and 
encouraging the Players, the Beadles and 
Officers of the Unjver'icy appearingat the 
Play-Houſe Doors to keep good Orders, 
and prevent the common People, . 809 juſtly 
incenſed at the Liberty and ſcandalous 
Crimes-ot the Play-houl-, from ill treating 
the Players. X 

For God's ſake, Gentlemen, look back 
upon the Gift of your pious Founders, who 
built, and ſo plentifutly endow'd the feveral 
Colleges and Houſes -that form your, Uni- 
rerlity. How do the Preambles of their 
Gifts frequently introduce the Bounty with 
theſe Word:, For the Honour of God, En- 
« couragemenc of Learning,the Encreaſe of 
« Vertue, Picty, and true Religion, I give 


« and grant, Gr. —— Pray, Gentlemep, . 


which of all theic Ends of the Founders do 
theſe Comedians anſwer ? What Additions 
do theſe Gentlemen AQuors make to Vertue 
and true Religion What Helps to 
Piety , what deſign to honour God, in this 
new Addition to ftudy ? 

I denbt not thoſe Geatiemen that charge 
me with falling vpon the Church, will ceal-: 
their Clamours at this particular. I hope, 
the Players are not gone down at the Requeſt 
of the Church; if they are, no Man need 
ſay any thing more to the Church's Diſad- 
vantage ; if it be a Diſhovour to the Church 
to admic publickly of all che Helps to her 
own Defiruftionz it it be a Reproach to 


her to ſce ſome of her Reverend Clergy 
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_ and whoſe 


preaching againft Plays, and others crowd 
the Biux-'s of the t neatce— W ich what Face 
can an Engl:ſh-Clergy-mau ſuffer the Habit 
and Veſtmenrs of a Chriftian Prieft, which 
diſtinguiſh him for a Peiſon ſer apart for 
the Service of God, to be ſeen in the lewd 
Crowd of the Admirers of Vice——How 
can ye, Gentlemen of the Gown, preach a- 
gainft Vice, cry down the I:mmoralities of 
the Age, aud ſtruggle with the Torrent of 
the Nation's Crimes? How can you bear 
Teftimony for God,and vind.cate the Church 
as the Bulwark of the Chriftian R-ligivn, 
while you are ſeen every day encouraging 
the lnterludes and vile Repreſentations ot 
the corrupted Stage ? 

How can you bear, without Tndignation, 
to (it and hear the intolerable Scuffs at Re- 
ligion, the Banters at your Profeſſion, the 
infamous Ridicule put there upon your 
Funttion ? 

How often do you ſee the Parſon made 
the Buffoon of the Play, his meer Office 
hif'd off the. Srage, Religion it ſelt made 
the Jeft of the Day, and all the Masks of 
Vice put ypon Vertue- Wich what Pa- 
tience can you bear to ſee Modeſty tofs'd in 
a Blanket, Natur? itſelf worried to Death, 
Magiftracy hiſs'd out of the World, L2wd- 
neſs and: Loaſeneſs adorning the Heroe, 
Vercue and Manners cloth'd with Con- 
tempt ? How can you be ſilent, while all 
Manner of Mefality, whether of the 
Tongue or the Gefture,is niade the Sport of 
the Time 3 your Perlons expoſed, your 
Conſtitution banter'd, Religiun made a 
jeft, and your Maker inſulced ; ſome of 
the worft of which is to be ſeen in the Spa- 
iſh Fryar, Recruiting Officer, and other 
Plays atted already among you ? 

Nor is it unworthy your Conſideration , 
how low theſe things make yon in the 
Efteem of wiſe and vertuous Men ; You, 
v hoſe Tongues are tip'd with Elequence, 
ping Parts adora the Church, 
ualeſs your ſhining Converſation alſo adorns 


| the great Calling you ace plac'd in ; With 


what Awe and Reverence to your Dodrine, 
with. what Reſpe& to your Perſons, with 
what Actention to. the OQracles of your 
Mouth,cau you exp*R yourAtditory ſhould 
attend your Miniſtry ? | $ 
ow 


( 379) 


How can the looſe Strampet tremble at 
the Judgment of God, denounc'd againft 
her Sins by the Reverend Tongue of her 
Miniſter ;z when ihe but yeſterday (aw the 
ſame ſerivus awful Countrenance, that now 
reproves her, de.vrm'd with the Smites of 
Pleaſure at the vicious Banter of a leud 
Reprepreſentation in a bzwdy Play? How 
ſhall that Hard, extended in laying forth 
her. Crimes, carry any .\we with it, which 
the Nay before was lifted up to clapand ap- 

laud the vile Performance of thoſe Sons of 
Hell, the Stage-Players ? 

Pardon me, Gentlemen of Oxford, if 3 
ſay, you cannot but leſſen the Efteem the 
World has of your Vertue, what ever it 
does of your Learning, while you invite 
down ſuch People for your Diverſon ! How 
can you be diverted with Men, whoſe Mo- 
rals are ſcandalous to the Nation, whoſe 
Perſons ftand now Indifted for Blaſphemy 
and Bawdy, whoſe Trade it is to laugh at 
Religion, mock their Maker, and banter 
the Nation's Vertue ? 

I'll readily allow you the Liwfulneſs of 
Reyreſentarions, and that Plays abftrated 
from the Lendneis and Vice of their Pra» 
Qice, may in themſelves be innocent 
But, Gentlemen, pray be mov'd by an ear- 
nel: Solicitor for the Reputation uf Engliſh 
Veitue, to conſider tworthings., 

1, Circumftances differ, and moſt Evilz 
are lo circumftantially rather than natural- 
Iv. You have plac'd your ſelves in a Sphere 
of Oppoſition to Vice ; you that are the 
InftruQors of Youth, the Poliſhers and Re- 
finers of Manners ; you tnat are forming 
the Genius of thoſe, that are to be the 1ln- 
ſtructors of our Poſterity ; you that have 
the Charge of the Churcb's Defzaders, to 
whoſe Care the Sons of the Prophets are 
commitred, and by whoſe Example the 
Converſation of thoſe will be regulated, 
whoſe Office will be to regulate other: ; 
you that are Lights ſet or. high Places, and 
of whom every Step taken, is one way or 
other examplar; co you thoſe Liberties are 
not lawful, that Men in other Capacities 
might take without Sin. 

W hat an eternal Reproach muſt it be to 
the Engliſh Nation, t>ſee the Vice-Chan- 
cellor of an Univerſity, the Heads of Hou- 


ſes,the Fellows and Graduates going in their 
Formalities to the Theatre, adjourntng 
from their Prayers to the Play, and ſome- 
times adjourning their Prayers for the Play; 
to ſee Authority Rtuop to that Vice ic ought 
to trample on ? How grievous is it, and 
how muſt it wound th Thoughts ut thoſe 
pious Parents, whoſe Children are commit- 
ed to the Tutclage and Government of your 
ſever] Colleges, to ſee their Governours 
ead them to that Place, which they ought 
to puniſh them for approaching ? 

Pray, Gentlemen, refl:-e> upon the 
Care of Youth under your Hands, and 
what ſober Parents will ever commit theic 
Sons to your Charge ? 

1 beſcech youu to refi-& upon the S.;zcd vl 
to your general Charatter with all the Men 
of Vertue and L-arning abroad ; and how 
it will make you the Grief and Aﬀidtion of 
all the Proreftant Churches in Europe, the 
Scuff and Deriiion of the Papiſts, and the 
Jeft of Atheifts, and Men of Vice; who 
always aU the Devil, fixtt co extenuace, and 
then accuſe. | 

2. If I ſhould allow the Plais to be 
lawful in themſelves, and that avitiatted 
from the vicious Repreſentations, they are 
ianocent Diverſions, it would fiil} remain 
for me to ask, Gzntlemen, Where's ths 
Play ——— \W hen was it atted And i. 
ſuch a Play was ated, who would come tv 
ſee i: 3 you are too good judges of the 
Taft ot the Times, nut to know it woald 
be hiſs'd off the Stage 3; the Beaus wou'd 
dama it for a dull thing, and the Ladies 
look uneafle at being dijappointed of an oc- 
calton to bluſh ——2——— io ſhort, the Play- 
ers know better than teat dull Sobriety oa 
the Stage; abfſtralt the l-ud and the pro» 
phane, there's not a Play now will bear 
acting, and if you ſhould tye them down 
to do ſo, they muſt break and b2 undone. 

Oa the other hand, you Gentlemen of 
Oxford, need neither Plays nor Attors; you 
have Men of Wit to compoſe, Mca of Hyu- 
mour to preſent, and the Ads and Exerci- 
ſes of. your own Houſes are ſup:riour, Di. 
verſions in the Opinion of Men of Learning, . 
if they are but Men of Vertne too, and much 
more adyantageous to the Heacers. 
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